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Welcome! 
Thanks for being part of Festival Unbound! Your joining us reaffirms what’s at the heart of 
Touchstone’s mission - that community is important, that voices being heard is 

important! We believe that anything is possible when we can come together to share 
our stories and imagine what a better tomorrow might be like. That is the work of this 

festival. It’s filled with our hopes and dreams, and our struggles and imperfections. We 
come together in dialogue and a belief that when we can break down the walls 

between us and understand ourselves as part of the same human family, we can 
manifest beautiful and just change in the world. 

 

- Jp Jordan, artistic director 

 

About Festival UnBound 
In 1998, after an almost 150 year history building this nation, Bethlehem Steel finally shut 
down steel making here in Bethlehem. It was a traumatic event, and Touchstone, to 
help the community work its way through it, created and assembled several works of 

art and cultural projects into a festival called Steel Festival: The Art of an Industry. 
 

In October 2019, twenty years after that extraordinary event, we began to explore 
questions of a different and perhaps more daunting nature. Who are we, now that the 

Steel is gone? What are the challenges ahead, and what are the values that will hold 
the community together as we face the task of shaping our future? Out of these 
questions came our first year of Festival UnBound, a collection of arts and community 

dialogue around concerns of diversity, sustainability, health, youth leadership, and 
interconnectedness. 

 
In an extraordinary 2020, the festival resumed, with performances distanced outdoors 

and livestreamed online, continuing the discussion and bringing audiences together in 
a time when loneliness and isolation were the norm. 
 

Now, in our third year, the festival continues. Join us! 

 

About Touchstone Theatre 

Founded in 1981, Touchstone Theatre is a professional not-for-profit theatre dedicated 

to the creation of original work.  At its center is a resident ensemble of theatre artists 
rooted in the local community of Bethlehem, the Greater Lehigh Valley of Pennsylvania 
and the international community of Ensemble Theatres. 

The Ensemble: 

1. Creates original theatre and re-imagines select texts through a heightened 

theatrical vocabulary. 
2. Tours and presents original and ensemble-created works. 

3. Offers educational programs that: 

– Inspire students of any age to discover their unique creative voice. 

– Provide high quality training to the next generation of theatre artists. 

4. Transforms audiences through community-based theatrical productions and 
community-building projects.  
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DEVOTIONAL GATHERING 
 

 

Rob Aptaker welcomes with drum and song 

 

Welcome and Greeting   
Tom Walker   

 

Blessed is the Spot  
Laura Lawrence 
 
Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the city, and the heart, 

and the mountain, and the refuge, and the cave, and the valley, and the land, 
and the sea, and the island, and the meadow where mention of God hath 
been made, and His praise glorified. —Bahá’u’lláh 
 

Welcoming of the Directions 

Lenni Lenape  
Rob Aptaker 
 
When we come into this house of ours we are glad and thankful that we are well 
and for everything that makes us feel good which the Creator has placed here 
for our use. We come here to pray to Him to have mercy on us for the year to 

come and to give us everything to make us happy; may we have good crops, 
and no dangerous storms, floods nor earthquakes … We are thankful to the East 
because everyone feels good in the morning when they awake, and see the 
bright light coming from the East, and when the Sun goes down to the West we 
feel good and are glad that we are well; then we are thankful to the West.  And 

we are thankful to the North, because when the cold winds come we are glad 
to have lived to see the leaves fall again; and to the South, for when the south 
wind blows and everything is coming up in the spring, we are glad to live to see 
the grass growing and everything green again.  We thank the Thunders, for they 
are the manitowuk that bring the rain, which the Creator has given them power 

to rule over. And we thank our mother, the Earth whom we claim as mother 
because the Earth carries us and everything we need.  – Chief Charles Elkhair 
 

Cantor Zee Livezey 
Congregation Keneseth Israel 
Isaiah 2:3-5 

 
ית ְוָהָיָ֣ה ׀ ָ֣ ים ְבַאֲחר  ה ָנ֨כֹון ַהָימ ִ֗ ְהי ֶ֜ ִֽ ר י  ית־ְיֹהוָה֙  ַהַ֤ אׁש בֵּ ָֹ֣ ים ְבר ִ֔ ָהר  א ה  ָשָּׂ֖ גְ֙ ְונ  יו ְוָנֲה֥רּו ָב֑עֹותמ  ָלָּׂ֖ אֵּ  

ם֙׃ ִֽ  כׇּל־ַהגֹוי 
ָהְל֞כּו ים ְוִֽ ָ֣ ים ַעמ  ְמרּו֙  ַרב ִ֗ ּו ׀ ְוָאִֽ ָ֣ה ְלכָ֣ ה ְוַנֲעל  ל־ַהר־ְיֹהוִָ֗ ית֙  א  ל־בֵּ י א  ָ֣ ב ֱאֹלהֵּ נּו֙  יֲַעֹקִ֔ יו ְוֹירֵּ  ְדָרָכִ֔ ְונְֵּלָכָּׂ֖ה מ   

יו י ְבֹאְרֹחָת֑ ַ֤ יֹון֙  כ  צ  ָ֣א מ  צֵּ ה תֵּ ירּוָׁשָלִֽ ם֙׃ ּוְדַבר־ְיֹהָוָּׂ֖ה תֹוָרִ֔ מ   
ין ְוָׁשַפט֙  ָ֣ ם בֵּ יחַ֙ ַהגֹוי ִ֔ ָּׂ֖ ים ְוהֹוכ  ָ֣ ים ְלַעמ  ֑ ְת֨תּו ַרב  ם ְוכ  ים ַחְרבֹוָתֶ֜ ת ִ֗ ם֙  ְלא  יה  ֹותֵּ יתִֽ ֹות וֲַחנ  רִ֔ ֙א ְלַמְזמֵּ ָש֨ לֹא־י   

ֹוי ל־גֹוי֙  גַ֤ ב א  ר  ְלְמ֥דּו ח ִ֔ א־י  ִֹֽ ֹוד ְול ה֙׃ עָּׂ֖ ְלָחָמִֽ {פ} מ   
ית ָּׂ֖ ב בֵּ ְיֹהָוִֽה֙׃ ְב֥אֹור ְונְֵּלָכָּׂ֖ה ֥כּולְ֙ יֲַעֹק֑  

 



In the days to come, 
The Mount of the LORD’s House 
Shall stand firm above the mountains 
And tower above the hills; 

And all the nations 
Shall gaze on it with joy. 
And the many peoples shall go and say: 
“Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, 
To the House of the God of Jacob; 
That He may instruct us in His ways, 

And that we may walk in His paths.” 
For instruction shall come forth from Zion, 
The word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
Thus He will judge among the nations 
And arbitrate for the many peoples, 

And they shall beat their swords into plowshares. 
And their spears into pruning hooks: 
Nation shall not take up 
Sword against nation; 
They shall never again know war. 

O House of Jacob! 
Come, let us walk 
By the light of the LORD. 

 

I’m Just Different 

From Honk! -- a musical adaptation of The Ugly Duckling 
Ryan Pakzad 
 
I'M JUST DIFFERENT 
I'M JUST DIFFERENT FROM THE REST 
AND WHO CAN BLAME THEM WANTING ME TO FIND ANOTHER NEST? 

BUT DIFFERENT ISN'T NAUGHTY 
DIFFERENT ISN'T BAD 
SO WHY SHOULD BEING DIFFERENT MAKE ME SAD? 
 
 I'M JUST DIFFERENT 

THEY'RE LIKE PEAS FROM THE SAME POD 
NO WONDER THEY MAKE FUN OF ME 
LIFE'S HARDER WHEN YOU'RE ODD. 
BUT, DIFFERENT IS SCARY 
DIFFERENT IS NO THREAT, 

AND THOUGH I'M STILL THEIR BROTHER,  
THEY FORGET 
 
I DIDN'T CHOOSE TO LOOK THIS WAY 
I DIDN'T WANT TO BE UNIQUE 
I DON'T LIKE THESE GRUBBY FEATHERS  

AND I HATE MY STUBBY BEAK! 



THERE'S A RUNT IN EVERY LITTER, 
ONE BLACK SHEEP IN EVERY FLOCK, 
BUT WHEN YOU KNOW IT'S YOU SOMEHOW 
YOUR EGO TAKES A KNOCK. 

 
I'M JUST DIFFERENT, 
BUT I HAVE A SENSE OF PRIDE. 
MY LOOKS MAY, WELL, BE FUNNY 
BUT I HURT THE SAME INSIDE. 
DIFFERENT ISN'T SPITEFUL, 

DIFFERENT ISN’T WRONG! 
SO, WHY IS IT SO HARD TO GET ALONG? 
I ONLY WANT TO GET ALONG! 

 

Jenny Lim 

The ancients who wished to illustrate illustrious virtue throughout the kingdom, 
first ordered well their own States. Wishing to order well their States, they first 
regulated their families. Wishing to regulate their families, they first cultivated 
their persons. Wishing to cultivate their persons, they first rectified their hearts. 
Wishing to rectify their hearts, they first sought to be sincere in their thoughts. 

Wishing to be sincere in their thoughts, they first extended to the utmost their 
knowledge. Such extension of knowledge lay in the investigation of things.  
 
Things being investigated, knowledge became complete. Their knowledge 
being complete, their thoughts were sincere. Their thoughts being sincere, their 

hearts were then rectified. Their hearts being rectified, their persons were 
cultivated. Their persons being cultivated, their families were regulated. Their 
families being regulated, their States were rightly governed. Their States being 
rightly governed, the whole kingdom was made tranquil and happy.  
 
From the Son of Heaven down to the mass of the people, all must consider the 

cultivation of the person the root of everything besides.  
 
It cannot be, when the root is neglected, that what should spring from it will be 
well ordered. It never has been the case that what was of great importance has 
been slightly cared for, and, at the same time, that what was of slight 

importance has been greatly cared for.  -- Confucius, "The Great Learning" 
     

Sharon Brown   
Everybody is God’s Somebody 
 

Separated by COVID- 
the vaccinated, the unvaccinated by choice, the anti-vaxxer 
the privileged, the marginalized, the poor 
the immigrant, the migrant, the illegal immigrant 
the evangelical believer, the non-evangelical believer, the atheist, the radical 
believer, 

Everybody is God’s Somebody 



the rural, the urban, the southerner, the westerner, the mid-westerner, the south 
westerner, the east coaster, the rocky mountaineer, the pacific islander, and all 
places near and far… 
 

-- By Sharon Brown 
note: the title is from a book chapter by Reverend Watley 
 

Ashtalakshmi Stotram 
Anitha Rani Baru   

 

Sumanasa Vandita Sundari Madhavi Chandra sahodari hemamaye 
Munigana vanditha moksha-pradayanini Manjula bhashini vedanuthe 
Pankaja-vasini Deva supujitha Sadguna varshini santhiyuthe 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Adi Lakshmi sada palaya mam (1) 
 

O the Goddess Aadi Lakshmi, the one who is worshipped by the good, the 
enchanting one, the consort of Madhava and the sister of Chandra, the one 
filled with the gold 
O Goddess, who is praised by the Muni’s and their followers, the bestower of 
Moksha(salvation), whose speeches generates happiness, the Goddess praised 

by the Vedas 
The one residing in the Lotus, worshipped by the Devas, the giver of good 
qualities, the one with a pleasant heart 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Adi 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 
Ayi kali kalmasha nasini kamini Vaidika rupini Vedamaye 
Ksheera samudhbhava Mangala rupini Mantra-nivaasini Mantranuthe 
Mangala dayini Ambuja vasini Devaganaasritha padayuthe 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Dhanya Lakshmi sada palaya mam (2) 

 

O Goddess Dhanya Lakshmi, the mother who destroys the doshas of Kali-yuga, 
the dear of God Madhusudana, present with the divine form that was 
personified in the Vedas 
Born from the milky ocean with an auspicious form, who resides within the 
Mantras and the one whose heart is present in Mantras 

The bestower of auspiciousness, who resides in the Lotus, whose feet acts as a 
refuge to the Devaganas 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Dhanya 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 

Jaya vara varnini Vaishnavi Bharghavi Mantra swarupini Mantramaye 
Suragana pujitha seeghra phalaprada Gnana vikasini Sastranuthe 
Bhava bhaya haarini papa-vimochani Sadhu janaasritha padayuthe 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Dhairya Lakshmi sada palaya mam (3) 
 



The one who is present in a great form, the one belonging to Vishnu, the 
daughter of Sage Bhrigu (so called Bhargavi), O the form of Mantras and being 
the mantras herself. 
the one praised by the Sura ganas, who quickly bestows the good wishes and 

enlightens the internal knowledge, who is praised by the Shastras 
The remover of the fears and the one who liberates from the sins, whose feet 
acts as refuse for the pious 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Dhairya 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 

Jaya jaya durgathi nasini Kamini Sarva phalaprada sastramaye 
Radha Gaja Turga padadi samaavrutha Parijana manditha lokanuthe 
Hari Hara Brahma supujitha sevitha Taapa nivarini padayute 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Gaja Lakshmi rupena palaya mam (4) 
 

Victory, victory to you, O Goddess, the destroyer of bad fate, Kamini – the dear 
of Madhusudhana, the bestower of all the wishes 
Who has chariots, elephantry, cavalry, and infantry accompany her, the one 
who is worshipped by the people all over the world 
The one who is worshipped and served by the Hari, Hara, and Brahma. The one 

who has the feet that can remove the anxiety of unfulfilled desires. 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Gaja 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 
Ayikhaga vahini Mohini Chakrini Raga-vivardhini Gnanamaye 

Guna gana vaaradhi loka-hitaishini Swarasaptha bhushitha gananuthe 
Sakala Suraasura Deva Muneeshwara Manava vanditha padayuthe 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Santana Lakshmi twam palaya mam (5) 
 
O the one who rides on a flying bird, the enchanting one, who holds the chakra 
in her hands, the one who increases the affection, the embodiment form of the 

knowledge 
The ocean of good attributes, who desires the wellbeing of the worlds, praised 
by the songs that are incredibly composed with the saptha swaras or the seven 
notes 
The own whose feet are bowed by the Suras, Asurasas, Devas, Muneeshwaras, 

and Manavas. 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Santana 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 
Jaya Kamalasini sadgati daayini Gnana-vikasini ganamaye 

Anudina marchitha Kumkuma dhusara Bhushitha vaasitha vadyanuthe 
Kanakadhara stuti vaibhava vanditha Sankara-desika manyapade 
Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Vijaya Lakshmi sada palaya mam (6) 
 
Victorious, O Goddess seated on the Lotus, the one who gives the good fate, 
who enlightens the internal knowledge, the embodied form of Music 



O the one who is adorned with Kumkuna, that’s used by her devotees to 
worship, the one entertained by playing musical instruments 
Whose feet are praised by the Adi Shankara, by the Kankadhara stuti, which is 
filled up with the glorious words 

Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Vijaya 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 
Pranatha Sureshwari Bharathi Bharghavi Soka-vinasini ratnamaye 
Manimaya bhushitha karna vibhushana Santi samavrutha Hasyamukhe 
Navanidhi daayini kalimala haarini Kamita phalaprada hasthayuthe 

Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Vidya Lakshmi sada palaya mam (7) 
 
O Goddess Bhargavi (daughter of Bhrigu) The one who is served by the Sachi 
and Saraswathi, the destroyer of sorrows, an embodied form of precious gems 
The one who has the earrings, filled with precious gems, who has a peaceful 

smiling face 
The one who bestows all nine treasures, the remover of sins of Kali-yuga and 
whose hands grant the boons. 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Vijaya 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 
Dhimi-dhimi dhimdhimi dhimdhimi-dhimdhimi Dumdhubhi nada supurnamaye 
Ghuma-ghuma ghumghuma ghumghuma ghumghuma Shankha-ninaada 
suvaadyanuthe 
Veda puraneethihasa supujitha Vaidikamarga pradarsayuthe 

Jaya Jaya hae Madhusudhana kamini Dhana Lakshmi rupena palaya mam (8) 
 
O the Goddess who is filled up or surrounded by the sounds like Dhimi Dhimi 
Dhim Dhimi coming from the Dumdhubhi drums 
The one who is praised and worshipped by the sounds like Ghuma ghuma 
ghumghuma by blowing the conches and from various instruments 

The one praised by the Vedas, Puranas, and Ithihasas, who shows the path of 
righteousness by her acts 
Victory, Victory to you, the dear (consort) of Madhusudhana, Goddess Dhanya 
Lakshmi, please rule me with your mercy. 

 

The Peace of Wild Things 
Randall Forte 
 
When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 



waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 
--Wendell Berry 
 

Verses of the Quran in English and Spanish 
Recited by Imam Ahmed Orz and Reflection by Imam Daniel Hernandez 

 

English: 
And whoever relies upon Allah – then He is sufficient for him. Indeed, Allah will 

accomplish His purpose. Allah has already set for everything a [decreed] 
extent” [Quran 65:3] 
“My mercy encompasses all things” [Quran 7:156] 
“Say, ‘O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do 
not despair of the mercy of Allah . Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He 
who is the Forgiving, the Merciful'” [Quran 39:53] 

 

Spanish: 
Quien deposite su confianza en Dios, sepa que Él le será suficiente. Dios hará 
que el designio se cumpla, y ha establecido para cada cosa un término y una 
medida.  

Mi misericordia lo abarca todo, y se la concederé a los piadosos que pagan el 
zakat y creen en Mis signos, 
Di: “¡Oh, siervos míos que estáis sumidos en el pecado [perjudicándoos a 
vosotros mismos]! No desesperéis de la misericordia de Dios. Dios tiene poder 
para perdonar todos los pecados. Él es el Perdonador, el Misericordioso 

 
 

Michael Kimmell  
…from the Sikh friends.  
 
As we are gathered here today in friendship and community, taking a moment 

out of our busy lives,... to learn, share and reflect on the insights, experiences 
and wisdom of others, we are reminded of how blessed we all are. 
  
In the current world around us there are many who suffer and face grave 
challenges. 

We stand in solidarity with them in compassion and by practicing loving kindness 
to ourselves and all those around us. 
  
Let us engage in the power of prayer that connects us - irrespective of religion - 
with our beliefs and ideals more deeply helping us to hold them in our minds as 

we go about our daily business, and helping us to develop a stronger sense of 
conviction. 
 
Let us pray the following in the name of all that is good. 
  
May we all be well, happy and peaceful,  

May no harm come to us, 



May we all also have patience, courage, understanding, and determination to 
meet and overcome inevitable difficulties, problems, and failures in life. 
May our parents, our teachers and mentors, our friends and may all living beings 
across the world...be well, happy and peaceful, May no harm come to them, 

May they also have patience, courage, understanding, and determination to 
meet and overcome inevitable difficulties, problems, and failures in life. 
 

Music: 

Hymn for These Times 

Still the night and bright the stars 
Still the owl and soft the dark 
Still the lullaby a mother sweetly sings 
Still the hours of night morning brings 
 
As the sun becomes the day 

Golden light our fears betray 
Tender leaves arrive in new lit green 
Tears of sorrow swell the rising stream 
 
Birds their chorus raise and raise the morning long 

Call to the simple truth where we as One belong 
 
Not one voice but many voices 
Not one note but still One song 
Not one dying Not one grieving 

All are ours and ours to mourn 
 
As the dead in Love abide 
We in Love our service find 
As water faithful flows to the deep 
May we our merciful vigil keep 

May we our merciful vigil keep 
 
Music by Jay Rogers 
Lyrics by Meggan Moorhead 

 

Bonnie Bates 
John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being with him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being with 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness and darkness did not overcome it… 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace through the 
Word (sic), through Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand (Romans 5:1-2) 

 

Amazing Grace 



Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved and rescued me 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 

 
When we've been there ten thousand years,  
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise,  
Than when we've first begun. 

 

Jennifer Swann 
 
Greetings. 
I am a professor at Lehigh.   I’ve been an atheist since high school, a casualty of 
12 years of catholic schooling.  I don’t always mention my stance. Because I am 

African American people often assume I am religious and are very surprised 
when they learn that I am not.   The last person who expressed surprise 
countered with “but your so nice….”  I am a scientist through and through and 
though I realize that science does not hold all the answers it has come up with 
quite a few.  In this area I share Carl Sagan’s view. 

 
“Science is not only compatible with spirituality; it is a profound source of 
spirituality. When we recognize our place in an immensity of light‐years and in 

the passage of ages, when we grasp the intricacy, beauty, and subtlety of life, 
then that soaring feeling, that sense of elation and humility combined, is surely 

spiritual. So are our emotions in the presence of great art or music or literature, or 
acts of exemplary selfless courage such as those of Mohandas Gandhi or Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The notion that science and spirituality are somehow mutually 

exclusive does a disservice to both.” ― Carl Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World: 

Science as a Candle in the Dark 

 

Anna Almonte 

Prayer for the Oneness of Humanity   
 
¡Oh mi Dios, oh mi Dios! Verdaderamente, Te invoco y suplico ante Tu umbral, 
rogando que todas Tus mercedes desciendan sobre estas almas. Distínguelas 
para Tu favor y Tu verdad. 

 
¡Oh Señor! Une y enlaza los corazones, aúna a todas las almas en armonía, y 
regocija los espíritus mediante las señales de Tu santidad y unicidad. ¡Oh Señor! 
Haz radiantes estos rostros con la luz de Tu unidad. Fortalece las espaldas de Tus 
siervos en el servicio a Tu reino. 
 

¡Oh Señor, Tú que eres poseedor de infinita misericordia! ¡Oh Señor de 
clemencia y perdón! Absuelve nuestros pecados, perdona nuestras faltas y haz 
que nos volvamos hacia el reino de Tu misericordia, invocando al reino del 
poder y de la fuerza, humildes ante Tu santuario y sumisos ante la gloria de Tus 
evidencias. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/252618
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¡Oh Señor, Dios! Haz que seamos como las olas del mar, como las flores del 
jardín, unidos, conciliados mediante las dádivas de Tu amor. ¡Oh Señor! Dilata 
los pechos con las señales de Tu unidad y haz a toda la humanidad como 

estrellas que brillan desde la misma altura de gloria, como frutos perfectos que 
crecen en Tu árbol de vida. 
 
Verdaderamente, Tú eres el Todopoderoso, Quien subsiste por Sí mismo, el 
Donador, el Clemente, el Perdonador, el Omnisciente, el Único Creador.  
(‘Abdu’l-Bahá) 

 
O my God! O my God! Verily, I invoke Thee and supplicate before Thy threshold, 
asking Thee that all Thy mercies may descend upon these souls. Specialize them 
for Thy favor and Thy truth. 
O Lord! Unite and bind together the hearts, join in accord all the souls, and 

exhilarate the spirits through the signs of Thy sanctity and oneness. O Lord! Make 
these faces radiant through the light of Thy oneness. Strengthen the  
loins of Thy servants in the service of Thy kingdom. 
O Lord, Thou possessor of infinite mercy! O Lord of forgiveness and pardon! 
Forgive our sins, pardon our shortcomings, and cause us to turn to the kingdom 

of Thy clemency, invoking the kingdom of might and power, humble at Thy 
shrine and submissive before the glory of Thine evidences. 
O Lord God! Make us as waves of the sea, as flowers of the garden, united, 
agreed through the bounties of Thy love. O Lord! Dilate the breasts through the 
signs of Thy oneness, and make all mankind as stars shining from the same height 
of glory, as perfect fruits growing upon Thy tree of life. 

Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Self-Subsistent, the Giver, the Forgiving, the 
Pardoner, the Omniscient, the One Creator.  —‘Abdu’l-Bahá   
 

I Don’t Know About Tomorrow 
Grace Adele 

 
I don't know about tomorrow, 
I just live from day to day. 
I don't borrow from its sunshine, 
For its skies may turn to gray. 

I don't worry o'er the future, 
For I know what Jesus said, 
And today I'll walk beside Him, 
For He knows what is ahead. 
 
Refrain: 

Many things about tomorrow, 
I don't seem to understand; 
But I know who holds tomorrow, 
And I know who holds my hand. 
 

Every step is getting brighter, 



As the golden stairs I climb; 
Every burden's getting lighter; 
Every cloud is silver lined. 
There the sun is always shining, 

There no tear will dim the eye, 
At the ending of the rainbow, 
Where the mountains touch the sky. 
 

Prayer from St. Francis 
Tom Walker 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is error, truth; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
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